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Toddlers on the hunt for bugs to beat meningitis
Toddlers from ______________________ [name of nursery] in _________________ [location] will soon be helping in the fight against meningitis.

The youngsters are taking part in Meningitis UK’s Big Bug Hunt on ______ [date], at ____ [time], when over _______ [number of toddlers] will be having fun for a good cause.

The toddlers will be getting up to all kinds of exciting activities including (e.g. sponsored Bug Hunt., sponsored Obstacle Race, fancy dress, a colouring competition, raffle etc.):

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

….to have fun while learning about meningitis.

Of all infectious diseases meningitis is the biggest killer of those under five and today, like every other day in the UK, at least two children of this age will contract this devastating disease. 
Like the event’s mascot cheeky bug, meningitis is caused by a bug which is proving to be very elusive and that cleverly disguises itself and hides, making it difficult to find.  
The money raised from the event will go towards Meningitis UK’s Search 4 a Vaccine Campaign to raise £7million for research to find a vaccine for all forms of the devastating disease.
Nursery Press Contact (e.g. for journalists/photographers to call): ____________________________ [Contact name] _____________________ [Tel No.] 
Meningitis UK Press Contact: 
Philippa Walker, Media Manager – 0117 302 6195.

For more information about the Big Bug Hunt please visit www.bugbughunt.org and for more information about Meningitis UK visit www.meningitisUK.org
Notes to the Editor:
· Meningitis UK’s Big Bug Hunt is a series of fun and exciting fundraising activities tailored to the abilities and interests of pre-school children which can take place anytime in Spring 2011.
· Meningitis UK’s sole purpose is to find and eradicate the bug that causes meningitis - the disease that can kill in less than four hours and which is sadly most common in the under-fives. 
· Meningitis is also often incredibly difficult to detect as the symptoms are hard to distinguish from the common cold and flu, plus there are occasions when people show no or very few symptoms.  For all these reasons, Meningitis UK believes the only way to truly eradicate the disease is though the development of a preventative vaccine.
· Great advances have been made over the last 20 years including vaccines against Hib, Meningitis C and Pneumococcal Meningitis but there is still no vaccine to protect against all forms of meningitis including the most common form in the UK – Meningitis B, which continues to kill hundreds of children and adults every year.
· Meningitis UK has some of the world's leading scientists working on developing a vaccine against meningitis but needs to raise funds for research to continue.
· Meningitis UK’s Search 4 a Vaccine Campaign aims to raise £7million to fund the research needed to develop a vaccine against all forms of meningitis. 
Statistics: Source – Health Protection Agency, Health Protection Scotland & Communicable Disease Surveillance Centre Northern Ireland

